ROGUE VALLEY WINGS

AUGUST BIRTHDAY'S:

Chuck Thomas-- Aug. 3 v
Deane Lebow -- Aug. 4 -
Rosemary Sanders -- Aug. 13

Raymond Basset -- Aug. 24 ¢

Sandi Deurmyer -- Aug. 27 . >
David May -- Aug. 28

Toby Snyder -- Aug. 31

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES:
THE BIG 50

DICK & JOYCE ARMSTEAD

AUGUST 15, 1958

Larry & Bonnie Balloy - Aug. 18
Daryl & Eileen Woolridge - Aug. 31

NEWS LETTER
AUGUST 1, 2008

UPCOMING EVENTS:

State Staff Meeting - Aug. 9
Hart's Restaurant - 10:30 - 1

Shascade Wings, Chapter O - CA.
Indian Mary Park- Aug 15-17 -Ride to greet
them Aug. 16 @ Fred Meyers-10:30 AM

Rogue Valley Wings Chapter Meeting
Hart's - Aug. 16 -9AM

Chapter A Poker Run - Aug. 23
Schroder Park, Grants Pass, Or.

Region A Rally - Aug. 28-31
Pendelton, Oregon

Far Side Of Mt. Shasta Ride - Aug. 30
Yreka, CA. - 10:30 AM

Meet at Valley of the Rogue State Park at
8 AM

Please be sure to check our web site for new
updates and any information you may need on
the event's. Judy Coons does a wonderful job
keeping it updated with the latest.



Here is an article from the Billings Gazette
Newspaper about this years Gold Rush.

They're no Hells Angels - they're too sweet.
When a massive gang of Honda Gold Wing riders
arrive in Billings this week, it's all good, clean
family fun.

"The great thing about these guys is they're not
whiskey shots. They're ice cream. I hear they'll
buy you out of ice cream," said Alex Tyson,
spokeswoman for the Billings Chamber of
Commerce.

About 1,500 motorcycles and their riders -
usually couples - are expected to roll into town
for the Gold Wing Touring Association Gold Rush
Rally, which starts today and runs through the
end of the week. They'll arrive in time for a light
parade on 32nd Street West at 9:30 p.m.
followed by a gathering for ice cream at Cold
Stone Creamery.

The Gold Wingers' sweet side is spelled out on
the association's Gold Rush Rally Web site, which
includes an "Emergency Ice Cream Locater" map
for Billings noting businesses that sell ice cream.

Tuesday, they'll host a food fair and silent
auction at the Depot on Montana Ave-nue from
noon to 6 p.m. The proceeds benefit the Fallen
Heroes Fund and Helping Hands, which are
nationwide charities chosen by the association.

"They do a lot of charity work," Tyson said. "One
of the things they also do is try to help people in
the community they're hanging out in."

The Billings Chamber of Commerce and Convention
and Visitors Bureau are expecting a $1 million boost
to the local economy as Gold Wingers crowd local
motels and visit stores. The chamber and visitors
bureau have spent more than a year coordinating
the event with the Gold Wing Touring Association.

It's the association's first visit to Billings. Last
year, the 20th annual Gold Rush Rally was held at
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Last summer's Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Wingding brought more than 10,000 riders to
Billings, for a boost to the local economy of about
$5.6 million.

In addition to the one-time rally, chamber officials
are hoping the event spurs repeat visits to the city.

A survey done last year by Montana State
University Billings suggests most of them will.

For the study, 542 people from the Wingding were
surveyed, and about 300 were visiting Montana for
the first time. Almost 90 percent of the
respondents said they plan on coming back to
Billings for a vacation.

John Brewer, president and CEO of the Billings
Chamber of Commerce, said motorcycle enthusiasts
and touring motorists are becoming a key niche for
Billings promotions. In the past few years, the city
has hosted not only the Wingding, but also the
Harley Owners Group Rally and a Family Motor
Coach rally. The annual Great American Hillclimb
has also expanded to include more motorcycle
events.



Trip to Billings and Gold Rush XXI

Well hello once again. Sorry I waited to write
this but life at our house has been hectic. Too

many things going on and so little time to do it all.

Judy and I left for Billings on Thursday morning
(10 July) via Klamath Falls where we had to sign
some papers for our new Subaru. Yes we did take
the car but what would you expect....it was new
and what if T was lucky enough to win the new
bike. I would have to ride it home and Judy could
drive the car. We took 140 to Lakeview, 395 to
Burns, 20 through Ontario, and spent the night
just west of Boise. We stayed on 20 through
Mountain Home, Twin falls, Pocatello, and Butte.
And then we took 90 to Billings arriving Friday
evening, Total 1,250 miles. The car performed
excellent but the on-board GPS leaves a little to
be desired. The weather was great but we were
glad we had air conditioning in the afternoons.
Saturday morning and right across the street
from the Billings Hotel was a Cracker Barrel (our
favorite) so that's where we had breakfast. So
now what can we do for the rest of the day?
Well we decided to drive Approximately 80 miles
to visit the site of the Little Big Horn and
Custers last stand. After actually seeing the
location we can fully understand why the Indians
fought so hard to retain such a perfect place to
live. They had rolling grass plains, the Yellow
River with beautiful tree lined banks for a place
to camp. As I slowly become a part of history I
enjoy it more each day. (Learning about it, not
becoming a part of it.)

Sunday we just washed the bugs off the new car
and visited with lots of old friends as they
arrived and did some shopping. Sunday evening
was the welcome dinner and we had over 1500 (I
heard) in attendance.

Monday morning and Jerry wanted us to all go with
him to the Flying J for breakfast so Judy and I
drove to the KOA campground to meet up with
Jerry, Scott & Sharon, Gail & Lillian, Marty &
Carmen and Bud & Gariann. After a great breakfast
we headed back to the hotel for opening
ceremonies, registration and a visit to the vendors.
Monday afternoon we met up with Herb and
Leonard, all loaded up in the car and drove to
Pompeys Pillar Nat'l Monument to see where Clark
(Lewis & Clark) carved his name into a rock proving
that the Yellow River was the route he took going
west. It was a real climb up 100 steps so I told Herb
that I would take his camera and get some pictures
for him. Well, on my way back down I ran into Herb
coming up the steps. Herb said that he was here and
didn't want to miss anything. He made me feel bad
because he made it all the way up and wasn't
breathing any harder than I was. You got to love
that guy. Leonard had never seen the Little Big Horn
so we drove another 100 miles so he could see it and
take pictures. I know Leonard was really thankful
and enjoyed the frip.

Tuesday, after breakfast, we drove downtown to
visit the many shops and watch the Bow Wow Girls
and the Drill Team. I overheard a lady in the crown
talking on her cell phone tell someone that she was
down town watching the "Pink People" (Bow-Wow
Girls). Bruce Keenon was also wearing a pink
Bow-Wow shirt so I told him what the lady said and
he said that the men's shirts were 'Pastel Red". LOL.
We spent Tuesday evening Dinner with Bud &
Gariann, Marty & Carmen and Ramon at a great
steak house 25 miles out of town in the middle of a
cow pasture. The waitress, Tanya, said that she was
a 7th & 8th grade teacher and T told her that she
would fit right in. She had a fantastic sense of
humor and was a cute red head (see photo of her
and I on web-site).



Wednesday morning and up at 6 AM, breakfast at
6:30 and then set up for SRC course at 8 AM. We
had 25 members participate in the SRC course,
eight were on trikes and Karen Padilla (past
Region B Co-Director) rode a trike for her very
first time, shifted a trike for her very first time
and completed the course. Said she wanted to
build her confidence so if anything ever happened
to Jim she could ride the trike if she had to. Look
out Jim, there may be a second trike in the
future? Everything would have been great if they
hadn't just seal coated and striped the parking
lot that morning. A couple of the SRC instructors
were 2" taller on completion of the course. With
a little scraping and the use of paint remover
provided by the pin striper they were able to
clean their shoes.

Thursday was Region games, awards, skits and
closing ceremonies.

Friday we had breakfast with friends and said
our farewells. Judy and I took the same route
home, stopped in Klamath Falls to have the car
serviced and arrived back home Saturday

afternoon. It was a great trip, lots of fun, a
fantastic visit with old friends and I think a
great success. Thank You Bruce and Linda Keenon
and all the staff for your time and work every
year to make Gold Rush a success. Another great
memory.

General Meeting

Ken called the meeting to order at 9 AM.

There were 14 members in attendance.

Ken talked about the update on all who went to
Billings. Marty and Carmen won 2nd place in the
light parade. Judy and Don have kept in touch so
everyone made it safely.

Larry talked about the KLDR Ride, which will be to
Crescent City, August 3.

Joyce talked about the tickets and turning in the
money and any raffle or auction items.

Ken talked about how important the business
meetings are and would like to see more people
attending.

We talked about the camp-out at Doe Point

sometime in September..

Chuck talked about safety and said 48% of Chapter
A are Safety Qualified.

Ken presented Chuck Thomas with a 12 year Level
4, Safety Program pin and Linda with her 5 year pin.

50/50 winner---Barb Lebow which she donated
back to the club.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40




